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Chhattisgarh by the time that he died, and I had visited all the fourteen Native States, Those that were accessible to head-quaiters of districts I had visited by forced marches from these head-quarters when I was there on sessions or inspection woik. The others I had visited m the course of a long cold-weather tour. In that tour through the southern and eastern States, and in one or two of my flying visits to the other States, I had been accompanied by Mr. Berry. It was deeply interesting to visit these States, to see their administration, to make the acquaintance both of the Rajahs and of the people, and to find how fully Mr. Berry had won the confidence of both during his ten years' work among them. They were m those days even more interesting, perhaps, than they are now; though Chhattisgarh is still, I should think, one of the most interesting charges m India They were more interesting then, perhaps, because the Chiefs had still about them more of the old-world spirit and barbaric pomp and circumstance, accompanied by a certain uncivilised simplicity, the combination of which made their durbars or couits of very great interest.
The people, too, were for the most part unsophisticated, wild, simple, impulsive jungle tribes, with some residents of more cultivated country, far removed from the great centres of civilisation. At the same time there was the deep interest arising from the coming of the railway, the construction of which had by that time begun, the railway that was to cross the whole of the Chhattisgarh Division, running straight from Bombay to Calcutta by way of Nagpur. Many strange experiences came to us as the old-world life of Chhattisgarh began to give way before advancing civilisation.
In the course of one of his tours, Mr. Berry travelled with horses and camels by a mountain tract direct from the headquarters of the Sonpur State to those of the Rairahkol State. As he crossed the boundary he found that there was a longstanding boundary dispute. He found that the Rairahkol people were constantly crossing over what the Sonpur people regarded as the boundary, and removing timber and other